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In recognition of March being Developmental Disabilities Awareness month, we here
at the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities are always appreciative of the
ways our community recognizes the strengths and abilities of those we serve. We want to
thank the Clermont County Commissioners for their proclamation recognizing March as
Developmental Disabilities month in the County. Also those who participate in our Self
Advocacy group and a number of staff will be traveling to Columbus on March 5 to attend
Developmental Disabilities Awareness and Advocacy Day at the Statehouse. We will be
participating in a number of volunteer opportunities in March, and be looking out for public
service announcements on local 12 that will be running, outlining some of the great things
happening in our region in support of people with developmental disabilities.
In early February, we welcomed the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities
State Accreditation team to Clermont County for a two day review of services and programs.
During these two days the State team reviews programs, individuals’ plans, and conducts a
number of interviews with people served and their families, staff, providers and board
members. There are a number of standards that have to be met in order to receive the
maximum three year accreditation. I am proud to report that we received a three year
accreditation after the two day review. I am appreciative to the staff and the work they put in
to ensuring such a positive result. A couple of the reviewers were particularly complimentary
of how some of the person centered plans really captured the essence of what is important to
and important for the person served.
There are a number of statewide policy and budget goals that will be shared over the
next couple of months as newly elected Governor Mike DeWine presents his budget
proposals to the State legislators and the debates begin in earnest. Certainly, a big area of
focus for the entire system supporting people with developmental disabilities in the State will
be how to address the significant Direct Support Professional
workforce shortage that continues to be a concern. I will be following
this work and will provide updates in our Spring edition of the Beacon.
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Clermont DD Board Reorganizes for 2019
David Painter, President of the Clermont County Commissioners, administered the Oath of Office at the
January 24 meeting of the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities.
The Board uses its January meeting to reorganize by accepting nominations for officers and to determine the
date, time, and location of future meetings. Following the swearing-in ceremony, the following members were
elected as officers: Robert Grant, President; Kim Pellington, Vice President; and Emily Chesnut, Secretary.
Additional Board members are Dr. Kim Brady, Michael Chapman, David Thamann, and Mary Jane West.
Clermonnt DD Board President Grant made appointments to four appointments: Chapman, Thamann, and
West will serve on the Ethics Committee; Grant, Brady, and Pellington will serve on the Finance Committee;
Chesnut, Pellington, and West will serve on the Program Services Committee; Chapman, Grant, and Brady
will serve on the Facilities Committee.
It was approved that 2019 Board meetings will be held on the fourth Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at
the Thomas A. Wildey Center in Owensville, with no meetings in July or November.
For more information about upcoming Board meetings, contact ldavis@clermontdd.org or call (513) 7324921.
Pictured are (from left): Emily Chesnut; CCDD Superintendent Dan Ottke; Kim Pellington; Robert Grant, Mary Jane
West; Michael Chapman; David Thamann; Dr. Kim Brady; and Clermont County Commissioner David Painter.
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Community Employment Corner

NEEDED:
Direct Support Professionals

Congratulations to the following people
who are now working in the community!

Bruce B.
John H.

John G.
Chris M.

What is a Direct Support Professional (or DSP)? If you don't know, we
have the answer for YOU!
Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) help people with developmental
disabilities lead a life where they can be more independent, volunteer in
their community, become employed, or develop a new hobby.
Day Support, Employment, and Residential are all areas where DSPs can

These positions are at Skyline Chili,
Kroger, and Deimling/jeliho. We are
excited for these folks and wish them
all the best on their exciting new jobs!

help people with disabilities get the most out of life. This is a great way
to set a schedule that meets your needs. You could work part-time while
going to college, work weekends only, work while your kids are in
school...there are lots of hours available and lots of people waiting for
you to make a difference in their lives. Careful, thought...they just might
make a difference in YOURS!
To find out how you or someone you know can become a DSP,
visit www.dspOhio.org.

Join Clermont DD for a Podcast
Clermont DD hosts monthly podcasts
related to supports for those who have
special needs, trainings, and information
about our community. Look for us on
iTunes or visit clermontdd.org to listen
to our latest edition!
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Support Group Meetings
Are you caring for an adult or child with a developmental disability? If so, we have a
support group for you.
Our new Caregiver Support Group meets at the Wildey Center on the first Thursday of
each month from 6-8 p.m. Sometimes, the one who is there for everyone else need
someone there for THEM. Let us be there for YOU!
Members of our Behavioral Health Team facilitate the group to provide an opportunity
for caregivers to meet regularly, exchange ideas and information, and give/receive
emotional support with others who have similar experiences. Registration is not
required; however, please contact Melissa Lynch at Clermont DD if you have questions
or will need supervision while you attend. Just email Melissa the week before, if you
need supervision at mlynch@clermontdd.org.
The Caregiver Support Group meets monthly, 6-8 p.m. at the Wildey Center, 2040 US Highway 50, Batavia. Dates for 2019
are: March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6, July 11, August 1, September 5, October 3, November 7, and December 5. Please visit our
website at www.clermontdd.org for information.

The mission of the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities is to promote safe and supportive environments
while understanding our responsibility to respect the choices and needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and to
empower them to be engaged in their community.

