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It’s been a busy Spring here at the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities. In early
April we had a three day visit from surveyors from CARF. CARF (The Commission on
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) is an International Organization that accredits
organizations like ours across the country and around the world. For three days, the surveyors
spent time assessing our compliance with hundreds of standards as they pertain to Child and Youth
Services, Community Employment Services, Community Integration, Employment Planning Services,
Organizational Employment Services, and Service Coordination. I’m happy to report that our
agency received a three year Accreditation, which is the maximum that an agency can receive.
They noted a number of strengths in the report that drew attention to a well-trained and dedicated
staff; an organization that is responsive to the individuals and families that it serves; maintains
healthy and safe programs and facilities; and provides compassionate care to the persons served.

In addition to the visit from CARF, we also completed a three year journey to become a Sanctuary
certified organization that culminated in a site visit in late May from two Sanctuary representatives.
Sanctuary is a trauma informed, organizational change model that focuses on helping organizations
become better equipped to work through internal and external stressors so that the staff are
better equipped to help the individuals and families they serve manage adversity. Examples of
attributes of a Sanctuary Certified organization include: Staff at all levels feel part of a more
democratic process; Nonviolent practices that extend to all community members and focus on
physical, psychological, social, and moral safety; a social learning perspective exists and therefore
mistakes are seen as opportunities for improvement; collaboration between leaders and employees;
open communication and transparency; teamwork is valued over “silos”; and growth and change is
valued over inflexibility and “this is the way we’ve always done it”. I’m happy to report that the
Clermont County Board of DD received a three year Sanctuary Certification as well.

So it’s been busy, but productive! We continue to want to know how we
can better meet the needs of those we serve. Please feel free to call me at
513-732-4930 or email me at dottke@clermontdd.org if I can be of any
assistance.

Harry Snyder

Dan Ottke

Board Member

Superintendent
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Presenting the Class of 2017

Emilie Bishop
Emilie is the daughter of Rebecca Bishop and proud granddaughter of William Kren
who she resides with. Emilie has a brother, Tyler and two sisters, Sydney and
Grace. Emilie enjoys being outside and she also enjoys shopping. Emilie has had
many interests through the years which has included horseback riding.
Emilie began attending Wildey at age 3. She had many teachers and aides along the
way! Her first teacher was Betsy Pfeffer and her all time favorite teacher was Linda
Gaskin! Emilie has had several special aides who have worked with her. Favorites
were Cookie Garrett and Barb Chandler. Emilie also attended Brantner Elementary
for pre-school.

Ronnika Castletine
Ronnika is the daughter of Tom and Thelma Castletine. She also lives with her
brother Tyler who attends Wildey School. Ronnika comes from a big family, her
other brothers are Thomas, Terry, and Troy. She has a sister, Tiffany and Sisters-inlaw, April, Nickie and Luann.
Ronnika has a wonderful smile and she loves being around people. She can be a
"fashionista", always dressed in coordinating outfits and hair accessories. While
Ronnika loved everyone at Wildey her favorite teacher was Ms. Polly and favorite
assistant was Ms. Lorry.

Kevin House
Kevin is the son of Debbie and Rodney House. Kevin is an only child and proud of it.
Kevin enjoys "pranking" staff at school. He has lots of interest outside of school;
these include video games, gold prospecting, going to movies, and volunteering and
the Cincinnati Nature Center. Kevin also enjoys hanging out with his friend Kelsey.
Kevin has only attended Wildey School for 2 years; he previously attended Amelia
High and Middle School and Merwin and Clough Elementary.
While at Wildey, Kevin has had many highlights. Most recently, he was named "prom
prince" at the 2017 Wildey Prom!
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Caitlin Kidd
Caitlin is the daughter of Terri Schmidt. She has 2 sisters, Sara and Isabella. Caitlin has
gone to Wildey for most of her school career. Caitlin enjoys walking in her gait trainer
and swimming at school.
Caitlin has had several teachers and aides at Wildey. Some of her favorites included Ms.
Polly and Ms. Lorry. She has spent the last four years with Ms. Jo as her aide. This year
she had a new teacher, Ms. Mary. In May, she attended her first prom!

Brandon Stiles
Brandon is the son of Brandi and Andy Stiles. He has a sister, Brooke and a brother,
Blake. His siblings love their big brother and they have participated in several Wildey
School activities!
While at school, Brandon enjoyed swimming and spending time with staff and his friends.
Brandon had a sense of humor and he would let you know when he thought something
was funny. Most recently, he was named "prom king" at the 2017 Wildey Prom!

Alexandra Shoemacher
Alex is the daughter of Julie and Mark Schumacher. While Alex is an only child, she
considers Dar Porter her sister. Alex loves hanging out with her peeps, singing and
rapping (her rap name is A-Cheezy). Alex loves the summer when she can swim in her
pool; she enjoys floating on her back. Alex has her own workout area at home where
she can swing and hang upside down on her peanut ball.
Alex has special memories of Wildey where she has made lots of friends. She has
enjoyed field trips and all of the special activities at Wildey. Most recently, she was
named "prom queen" at the 2017 Wildey Prom!
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The mission of the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities is to promote safe and supportive environments
while understanding our responsibility to respect the choices and needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and to
empower them to be engaged in their community.

